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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday 15th December 2025 at 7.30pm, held at the Hurstbourne Tarrant Community 

Centre. 

~~ 

Councillors present: 

Cllr Ian Kitson 

Cllr Mark Thomas  

Cllr John Bentley 

 

 

Cllr Neil Hedger 

Cllr Louisa Russell 

Clerk 

64.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

64.1 Apologies were received from Cllr Jamie Williams. Also received from Borough 

Councillor Phil North and County Councillor Kirsty North.  RESOLVED: 

Councillors unanimously agreed the absences. 

 

65.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

65.1 There were no declarations of interests relating to items on the agenda, or requests 

for dispensations, in accordance with the Council’s code of conduct. 

 

66. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
66.1  Councillors agreed and approved the minutes of the last meeting which was held on 

17th November 2025, and which were signed by the Chairman.  Proposed by Cllr 

Thomas and seconded by Cllr Bentley. 

 

67.  ACTIONS ARISING   

67.1 Cllr Bentley to check maintenance manual and details of warranties against the 

wooden climbing frame installed by Copper Beech, on KGV, and raise any issues 

with them accordingly, regarding the deterioration of the equipment which was only 

around 8/9 years old.  Carried forward. 

67.2 Cutting of the riverbed – this had been completed since the last meeting by the 

Environment Agency.  Ibthorpe bank was still very untidy – some areas opposite 

resident had been done.  Much of the undergrowth had died back owing to the 

season, some work could be done before and under the bridge but would require a 

digger.  At present, there was nothing which would hinder the water any more than 

usual and with the dry summer and low groundwater levels it was not expected to 

be an issue for the winter as it stood at the time.  Ongoing monitoring by the river 

shepherd Mr Edwards. 

 

68. PLANNING 

 Councillors discussed the following applications: 

68.1 The application at Boundary Cottage, Doloman’s Lane was withdrawn after being 

discussed at the previous meeting. 

68.2 The dead Ash tree at Stoke Road had been felled. 
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68.3 25/02778/TREEN* | T1 - Copper Beech - crown reduction of up to 3m, T2 - Acer 

(Field Maple) - reduce to previous pollard points, T3 - Horse Chestnut – remove | 

Valentines The Dene HBT – No comment 

68.4 25/02828/DDCA* | T1 - Ash - Fell dangerous tree at rear of property | Latches 

Ibthorpe – this application was decided prior to the meeting 

 
* In the case of Conservation Area notifications, the Local Planning Authority does not have the 

ability to refuse these works.  In the event that there are justifiable reasons to oppose the proposals 

then the Council will have to make a Tree Preservation Order before the expiry of 6 weeks from 

when the notification was received. 

 

69. COUNCILLORS’ UPDATES  

69.1 Cllr Bentley updated that the Speed Indicator Device was still being checked for 

faults.  

69.2 Cllr Hedger updated that there would be a short Christmas break for Speedwatch 

sessions which would resume in the new year. 

69.3 Cllr Russell reported that the SWIFTS lunch was very successful, with about 55 

attendees.  Usual monthly attendance was generally 30-45 people. 

69.4 Cllr Thomas enquired about the Church St railings repair – these were booked in 

for 29th December as the insurance policy of the other party had paid out. 

69.5 Cllr Kitson updated that he had filled the potholes in the Community Centre car 

park, but planings were required on the access road with heavy rollering required.  

Lower Farm had kindly put in some scalpings leftover from their improvement 

works. 

69.6 Cllr Kitson also wished to congratulate and thank Vinoth Kumar at the Family 

Shopper for his part in the Christmas raffle which raised £3,600 for the school. 

 

70. CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE  

70.1 The clerk had received general complaints from residents about fly tipping in the 

Aster car park in Dean Rise, and Aster having not responded to complaints about 

tenants’ antisocial behaviour.  The clerk was aware that the housing officer was due 

to visit tenants in Dean Rise, and would await an update. 

70.2 The red phone box library was being ‘trashed’ on a regular basis with books being 

pulled off shelves and stamped on.  A few residents had written in to say they had 

spoken to primary school children and their parents after school.  Clerk to contact 
head teacher to ask for a message to be given to children during assembly, once the 

phone box had been sorted out. 

70.3 The clerk was due to attend an online meeting with Southern Water about further 

works to the main drains in the new year which could cause disruption outside the 

school. 

70.4 The clerk had queried with Test Valley regarding CIL/developer contributions for a 

number of new build properties within the parish.  She had been advised that the 

one in the grounds of Blagden Cottages was benefitting from self-build relief, but the 

two new houses at Dene Green should garner three payments between April 2026 

and May 2027 with 15% allocated to HBT PC which was likely to be around £3,800 

in total (£1,900 in 26/27 financial year and £1,900 in 27/28).  There had been no 

update regarding the new dwelling adjacent to the Legion on the site of 

Camperdown, as to whether that was a self-build.  
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71. FINANCE 

71.1 On the day of the meeting, the bank balance stood at £7,588.70 in the Community 

Account (was Treasurer’s Account) and £22,476.11 in the savings account.   

71.2 The clerk had circulated the payments made since the last meeting.  Cllr Russell 

agreed them as an accurate record. 

 

TYPE DATE PAYEE AMOUNT REMARKS 

DD 18/11/25 ICO 47.00 Data Protection Registration 

PAY 18/11/25 Lloyds 4.25 Bank Charges 

BACS 24/11/25 M Edwards 50.00 Poppy Crosses 

DD 1/12/25 TVBC 117.36 Grass cutting 

BACS 4/12/25 Tangley PC 18.74 SLR battery 

BACS 4/12/25 M Edwards 54.59 Replacement keyboard 

BACS 4/12/25 S Hoare (for Swifts) 100.00 Swifts lunch 

BACS 4/12/25 HMRC 330.91 PAYE/NI 

BACS 4/12/24 M Edwards 883.04 Dec salary and backpay 

 

 

72. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

72.1 There were nine members of the public present.  

72.2 The Parsonage Farming landowner attended and updated on the Christmas market 

held on 29th November at Parsonage Farm requesting any feedback would be 

appreciated and ideas to get a wider age range of residents attending in future years, 

as there were lots of younger children attending to see Father Christmas, but not so 

many older people. 

72.3 Rev Dunk reported that a number of people had approached her about the lack of 

bus service, particularly as the new minibus scheme did not accept bus passes.  

There was also the concern that if bus passes weren’t used enough, they could be 

withdrawn.   

72.4 Rev Dunk also wished to say “your church needs you”, explaining that the church 

was at a point where it may not be a sustainable asset.  Help was needed in many 

ways, not just people attending church, but looking to grow the Local Church 

Group.  There was no necessity to be a church attendee or on the church electoral 

roll, just people with ideas of how the community could use the church facilities 

more widely.  She also wished it noted that she was available for anyone in the 

community to approach her for support and assistance, whether they were involved 

with the church or not.   

72.5 Dr Watson had been approached by a couple of residents unhappy about the RBL 

shoot hosts hanging the pheasants on the fence.  A suggestion was to put a sign up 
explaining that they were free for anyone to take. 
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72.6 Upper Ibthorpe Farm – the owners attended to report that the building work on the 

renovated barns was taking longer than anticipated and the hoardings would have to 

remain until the end for safety – around six months.  The bridleway to the rear was 

much wider but they had had a number of incidents with motorbikes using it.   

72.7 A resident updated that an expression of interest for a grant for orchard and 

wildflowers had been submitted to the Rural Prosperity Fund, for fruit trees on KGV 

as well as benches, seeds, and a water bowser.   

72.8 The MOTea café was to open on Chirstmas day for people to attend in the 

afternoon and have some company with refreshments provided at no charge. 

72.9 A white van was parked blocking the bottle bank in the RBL car park, believed to be 

a welfare van from the Aster solar panel installations.  A resident offered to contact 

them to ask for it to be repositioned over the Christmas period if it was to remain. 

  

73. NEXT MEETING 

73.1 The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council was due to be held on Monday 19th 
January 2026. 

 

The meeting concluded at 19:07 hrs. 

 

Signed …………………………………………………………….. Chairman 
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