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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday 20th January 2025 at 7.30pm, held at the Hurstbourne Tarrant Community Centre. 

~~ 

 

Councillors present: 

Cllr Ian Kitson (Chairman) 

Cllr Mark Thomas (Vice Chairman) 

Cllr John Bentley 

Cllr Neil Hedger 

Cllr Louisa Russell 

Borough Councillor Phil North 

Clerk 

 

84.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

84.1 Apologies were received from Cllr Jamie Williams, and County Cllr Kirsty North. 

   

85.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

85.1 There were no declarations of interests relating to items on the agenda or requests for 

dispensations, in accordance with the Council’s code of conduct. 

 

86.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

86.1  Cllr Bentley proposed, Cllr Hedger seconded, and Councillors agreed and approved the 

minutes of the last meeting which was held on 16th December 2024, and which were signed 

by the Chairman.   

 

87.  ACTIONS ARISING   

87.1  There were no actions arising from the previous minutes.  The litter picking at the top of 

Hurstbourne Hill had been completed, with thanks to County Cllr North.   

 

88. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

88.1 There were two members of the public present and no matters arising.    

88.2 The estate manager from Parsonage Farm wished to thank everyone for supporting the 

inaugural Christmas market, with great community participation.  

 

89. PLANNING 

89.1 There were no planning applications. 

 

90. COUNCILLORS’ UPDATES  

90.1 The Chairman mentioned the sad passing of David Sullivan on 30th December.  Mr Sullivan 

had been a Councillor and Chairman of the Parish Council for 19 years and was also the first 

recipient of the Freedom of the Parish on his retirement in 2019.  It was proposed to plant a 

tree in the Centenary Garden. 

90.2 Borough Councillor North updated regarding the National Planning Policy Framework 

consultations.  There were limited transitional arrangements and very few that applied to the 

Borough as a planning authority.  The Local Plan would no longer apply.  Because of the 75% 

increase in housing targets, the borough could be at risk from speculative developments, 

although it was afforded greater protection from the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  
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Applications with nitrate mitigation would probably be permitted, and even if the Borough 

objected, the Secretary of State would likely give permission on appeal.   

 

He gave a further update on the local government reorganisation supported by Hampshire 

County Council which would mean more money and powers for HCC but local government 

would have to be reorganised to a one tier system where the unitary authority would be 

responsible for all services except town and parish councils.  Provision for Children’s and 

Adult Services took up 85% of the county’s spending, hence the budgetary cuts and although 

it may seem a good idea to rationalise into one council, it would mean that many of the 

TVBC services provided would likely be at risk.  He anticipated some difficulties in the years 

ahead, If Hampshire was granted permission to be part of the devolution, he anticipated 

some financial difficulties in the future and there may not be grant funding for parish councils.  

Details of how the reorganisation would look were awaited from the Ministry of Housing, 

Communities and Local Government, but he hoped that Test Valley could merge with other 

areas already in a similar good financial position.  It was unlikely that current districts would 

be changed as this would require boundary reviews and delays which HCC would not want.  

One advantage of devolution would be more money being received at a lower level.   

90.3 Cllr Bentley updated that he was keeping an eye on the old telephone exchange opposite 

Bourne Park, and it appeared to be only used for storage at present. 

90.4 Cllr Thomas reported that the lid on the green bin on Dene Green had been a victim of one 

of the recent storms.  Clerk to request a replacement from TVBC. 

90.5 Cllr Kitson updated that the new footbridge across the ditch on Dene Green had been 

installed, and thanked Cllrs Thomas & Bentley, and Mr Edwards, for their assistance.  The 

bridge was steel and set higher than the previous railway sleeper version, which had been 

victim of the floodwaters and eventually rotted out in the past 10 years. 

 

91. CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE  

91.1 The clerk required a formal resolution of the use of the Chairman’s allowance for the 

Parish’s donation towards the Rev Julie Howell’s leaving gift.  There was unanimous 

agreement to give £100. 

 

92. FINANCE 

92.1 On the day of the meeting, the bank balance stood at £2,116.11 in the Treasurer’s Account 

and £14,353.55 in the savings account, with earmarked reserves of £16,270.20. 

92.2 The clerk had circulated the payments made since the last meeting.  Cllr Russell agreed them 

as an accurate record. 

 
TYPE DATE PAYEE AMOUNT REMARKS 

BACS 27/12/24 St Peter’s HBT 100.00 Donation to Rev Howell leaving 

BACS 2/1/25 TVBC 118.22 Grass cutting 

BACS 9/1/25 Mrs M Edwards 689.20 Clerk Salary January 

BACS 15/1/25 SSE 13.87 Upton phone box elec supply 

BACS 15/1/25 Tangley Parish Council 153.99 SLR quarter share maintenance 

BACS 15/1/25 HMRC 186.70 PAYE 
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92.3 Grounds maintenance contract - Test Valley Borough Council had offered a contract to 

mow KGV field and Dean Rise playing field during the growing season (15 cuts) and one 

weed killing session, totalling £1,075 + VAT.   It was unanimously agreed to accept this 

quote, which was only marginally different to the current year, therefore achieving value for 

money. 

92.4 Dog bin emptying contract – this had not yet been received from TVBC but no other 

operator existed in the area, and TVBC were unlikely to raise the charges above inflation.  

For formal agreement when received. 

92.5 Precept Setting – Councillors reviewed and agreed the precept for 2025/26 set at £21,000 

and for the Chairman or Clerk to sign the precept application 

92.6 Budget Setting - Councillors reviewed and agreed the budget for 2025/26, including the 

regular grass cutting contract which was in excess of £1000 p.a.  The budget was set at 

£20,726 which covered the anticipated business costs to the Parish Council. 

Cllr Thomas mentioned the challenge to the Parish Council when setting the budget, in that 

residents see an increase but often may not appreciate the service which they receive.  The 

volunteer economy had a bit impact on being able to keep the budget on track.  A request 

was made for the clerk to maintain a record of voluntary hours spent on tasks within the 

Parish. 

92.7 Performance Monitoring – Councillors reviewed and accepted the 2024/25 Q3 Report and 

agreed no actions were required before the end of the financial year.  

 

93. NEXT MEETING 

93.1 The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council was due to be held on Monday 17th 

February 2025.  

 

The meeting concluded at 20:10 hrs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Signed …………………………………………………………….. Chairman 
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