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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday 17th March 2025 at 7.30pm, held at the Hurstbourne Tarrant Community Centre. 

~~ 

 

Councillors present: 

Cllr Ian Kitson (Chairman) 

Cllr Neil Hedger 

Cllr Jamie Williams 

Cllr John Bentley 

Clerk

 

104.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

104.1 Apologies were received from Cllrs Louisa Russell & Mark Thomas (illness).  RESOLVED:  

Councillors agreed the absences. 

   

105.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

105.1 There were no declarations of interests relating to items on the agenda or requests for 

dispensations, in accordance with the Council’s code of conduct. 

 

106.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

106.1  Cllr Bentley proposed, Cllr Hedger seconded, and Councillors agreed and approved the 

minutes of the last meeting which was held on 17th February 2025, and which were signed by 

the Chairman.   
 

107.  ACTIONS ARISING   

107.1  Dog fouling on Dean Rise playing field.  The problem seemed sporadic.  Cllr Thomas to 

place roving signs on KGV, and clerk to monitor and consider a renewed campaign including 

mentioning Dolomans Lane and other PC open spaces. 

107.2  KGV storage facility (see cllrs reports) 

107.3  Dean Rise field removal from annual play inspection.  Playsafety was contacted and updated. 

107.4  Zipwire mound – the grass had worn.  Contractor to be asked to suggest repair options and 

monitor during the growing season. 

 

108. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

108.1 There were five members of the public present. 

108.2 A resident mentioned the new deer fencing on a field above Dean Rise.  There was a gap 

between the fencing and the dwellings below.  Two of the properties had encroached onto 

Parsonage Farming land, and using the area between the fence as theirs and there was a 

concern that over time there might be a land grab.  Cllr Williams said that it was the 

landowner’s responsibility to approach the specific residents, but Cllr Kitson could assist 

with identification of particular properties. 

108.3 Cllr North raised the new public transport offer, to replace the bus service from the 

Andover villages into Andover.  More details would follow but she was keen to have 

feedback when it commenced.  It would replace the Cango bus service and former taxi 

share.  Cllr Bentley mentioned concerns over the loss of the bus service to Newbury, in 
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particular for college students, and asked if there was a bigger consultation on the bus 

services?  Cllr Bentley to email Cllr North with more information. 

108.4 Cllr North mentioned the food waste collection service starting in August, was to be rolled 

out in the early summer with new bins delivered to households. 

108.5 Cllr North encouraged residents to have their say on the HCC consultation on services, 

devolution and reorganisation.  Details were on their social media/website and in emailed 

newsletters. 

 

109. PLANNING 

109.1 25/00526/FULLN - 4 Lower Doiley Cottages, Doiley Bottom, HBT -  

Erection of part two-storey, part single-storey extension, creation of two parking spaces at 

front and creation of vehicular access.  No objections raised by residents.  No comment. 

109.2 25/00500/FULLN - Lower Doiley Farmhouse, Doiley Bottom, HBT -  

Erection of 2 two-storey extensions to west elevation, formation of veranda to east 

elevation, canopy to west elevation and alterations to fenestration.  The plans were of good 

quality, and well designed.  Various consultees had responded and no objections had been 

raised, including neighbours.  No comment. 

109.3 25/00398/FULLN – Chalklands, The Dene, HBT – Erection of dwelling.   

Consent was given over 3 years before, but had expired.  There were no changes to the 

design other than the soffit overhang being enlarged to protect the wall.  Access and 

construction vehicles was discussed before.  The new residents of a neighbouring property 

had expressed concern about the hedge being maintained (height and depth) for privacy.  

Cllr Williams raised concern that this could be considered a precedent, as a planning app 

couldn’t deal with a hedge which was not theirs.  The neighbours’ concern was that the 

house was too close for the hedge to be maintained (it was over 2m wide).  A new fence 

had been erected by the previous occupiers and a laurel hedge planted on their side.  Cllr 

Williams would respond and reassure them that the hedge was theirs and make comment 

should anything arise from his meeting with them.  Otherwise no comment. 

109.4 25/00503/TREEN* - The Old Bakery, Church Street, HBT - T1- Yew – Fell.  This was a 

full yew and it was very rare to see one being felled.  Unless diseased or causing a danger, 

the request would be refused by the tree officer.  Cllr Williams to visit to understand more 

as to why the request had been made. 

109.5 25/00425/TREEN* - Bramble Bank The Dene HBT -  

(T1) Beech - Removal to ground level (T2) Sycamore - Crown raise to a height of 6.5m back 

to main trunk, 10% crown thin to be achieved by crown cleaning, removal of major 

deadwood, stubs and crossing and rubbing branches (T3) Sycamore - Crown raise to a 

height of 6.5m back to main trunk, 10% crown thin to be achieved by crown cleaning, 

removal of major deadwood, stubs and crossing and rubbing branches (T4) Sycamore - 

Crown raise to a height of 6.5m back to main trunk, 10% crown thin to be achieved by 

crown cleaning, removal of major deadwood, stubs and crossing and rubbing branches 

Again, it was quite rare for a beech to be removed completely, however, previously, there 

was concern about the trees having become very big and a perceived danger to neighbouring 

properties.  No comment. 

109.6 25/00450/LBWN – The Old Bakery, Church St, HBT -  

Increase height of chimney.  No comment. 

109.7 Cllr Williams reported that the foundations had begun to be dug for the new property in the 

front garden of Blagden Cottages, The Dene.  The permission was granted in January 2022. 
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* In the case of Conservation Area notifications, the Local Planning Authority does not have the ability to refuse these 

works.  In the event that there are justifiable reasons to oppose the proposals then the Council will have to make a Tree 

Preservation Order before the expiry of 6 weeks from when the notification was received. 

 

110. COUNCILLORS’ UPDATES  

110.1 Cllr Williams raised the issue of dog mess on Locks Drove.  Area to be addressed with any 

campaign. 

110.2 Storage on KGV.  Cllr Williams updated that the PC would benefit from permitted 

development rights on land it controlled, with notification to the planning authority rather 

than planning permission being sought.  There was no requirement to obtain permission 

from Fields In Trust either.  He had researched steel framed buildings, security and lighting, 

and it could be useful during village events to have some additional indoor space.  Funding 

would be sought via Section 106 funds, local landowners and private individuals via 

crowdfunding.  The intention was to self-build to keep costs low.  In the interim, the fete 

equipment would be stored by Cllr Williams until it was needed in 2026. 

110.3 Cllr Bentley reported that he had planted around 140 tree whips along the bank on Dene 

Green. 

110.4 Cllr Bentley advised that the battery in the speed indicator device on the A343 had been 

replaced but possibly needed some tweaking as it didn’t appear to be charging very well 

from the solar panel. 

110.5 Cllr Hedger thanked County Cllr North for her donation towards a new moveable speed 

indicator device, of £1297. 

110.6 Cllr Kitson thanked those in the community who undertook a mass litterpick the previous 

weekend, particularly noticeable on The Hill towards Andover. 
110.7 Cllr Hedger updated that the latest damaged bollard at The Square had been swiftly 

removed and tarmacked over.  He had written a strongly worded letter to the Highways 

team, requesting a conversation about alternatives to the wooden bollards. 

 

111. CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE  

111.1 Acceptance of dog bin emptying arrangements by TVBC for 2025/26 

RESOLVED: Councillors unanimously agreed to accept the quote for 4 x £242.57 = £970.28 

plus VAT 

111.2 The River Shepherd had reported that the groundwater in the Netherton valley stream 

ditch had risen and was approaching Prosperous Farm near the junction with the A343.  It 

hadn’t begun to flow, it was still just standing water, but any additional rain in the following 

weeks could change that. 

111.3 All allotment rental money had been received for 2025. 

111.4 The noticeboards had been repaired by Hurstbourne Forge but were awaiting cork board 

before being reinstalled. 

 

112. FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 

112.1 RESOLVED: Councillors considered the updated Financial Regulations 2024 which had been 

prepared by the clerk and agreed to accept them. 

 

113. ASSET REGISTER 

113.1 RESOLVED: Councillors considered the updated register and agreed it was an accurate 

reflection of the Parish Council’s assets.   

Action: Clerk to contact the contractor for the wooden climbing frame on KGV. It had 

begun to deteriorate but was only around 8-9 years old. 
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114. FINANCE 

114.1 On the day of the meeting, the bank balance stood at £2,261.27 in the Treasurer’s Account 

and £12,376.71 in the savings account, with earmarked reserves of £17,512.20, with an 

anticipated EOY figure of £5,302.75 once the annual VAT claim had been submitted. 

114.2 The clerk had circulated the payments made since the last meeting.  Cllr Russell agreed them 

as an accurate record.   
 

TYPE DATE PAYEE AMOUNT REMARKS 

BACS 18/2/25 SSE 14.32 Upton phone box electricity 

BACS 20/2/25 Business Stream 21.20 Allotment water rates 

BACS 3/3/25 HTCC 33.00 SWIFTS hall bookings   

BACS 3/3/25 HTCC 330.00 SWIFTS hall bookings 

BACS 3/3/25 TVBC 118.19 Grass cutting 

BACS 4/3/25 Mrs M Edwards 67.75 Tree for Centenary Garden 

BACS 5/3/25 Mrs M Edwards 87.09 UK2 renewals/consumables 

BACS 10/3/25 Mrs M Edwards 689.20 Clerk Salary March 

BACS 17/3/25 HMRC 186.70 PAYE March 

BACS 17/3/25 TVBC 1135.92 Dog bin emptying 2024.25 

BACS 17/3/25 Geoxphere 67.20 GIS mapping software 

BACS 17/3/25 SSE 12.92 Upton defib electricity 

 

115. NEXT MEETING 

115.1 The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council was due to be held on Tuesday 22nd April 

2025. 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 20:18 hrs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Signed …………………………………………………………….. Chairman 
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