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ENTER NAME OF EXTERNAL AUDITOR

• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

DD/MM/YYYYSIGNATURE REQUIRED
Date

External Auditor Name

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion the information in Sections 
1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our 
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. (*delete as appropriate).

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and  
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, 
for the year ended 31 March 2024.

External Auditor Signature

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/24 Form 3  
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*

Section 3 – External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24

In respect of ENTER NAME OF AUTHORITY

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A limited 
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International 
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would. 
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate 
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending. 
Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02 as issued by the NAO on behalf of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website – 
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has 
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in  
accordance with Proper Practices which: 

None

Hurstbourne Tarrant Parish Council

BDO LLP - Southampton

05 September 2024





Explanation of Variances – Hurstbourne Tarrant Parish Council – 2022.23 vs 2023.24 – ‘other expenditure’

Expenditure line 2022/23 2023/24 Difference Explanation
£ £ £

Audit fees 175 502 327 No external audit fee for 2021/22 financial year (exempt)
Insurance 649.58 690.76 41.18 Annual increase
Training 117.6 0 -117.6 No training undertaken in 2023/24
Subscriptions 485.93 517.19 31.26 Annual increase
Stationery 268.29 170.83 -97.46 Differing needs year on year
Other Admin 2,187.86 1,803.28 -384.58 New laptop 2022/23 -no community centre hire or SWIFTS xmas lunch
Playing fields 474.08 180 -294.08 No play equipment repairs needed in 2023/24
Flood mitigation 0 750.3 750.3
Asset replacement 0 8.99 8.99
Allotments 316.17 214.43 -101.74 More water consumption 2022/23 owing to hot dry summer
Grass cutting 1,071.18 1,324.17 252.99 Less cuts needed 2022/23 owing to hot dry summer
Dog bin emptying 1,020.58 1,071.60 51.02 5% standard increase in services provided by Borough Council
Lengthsman 322.5 210 -112.5 Less tasks requiring attention/sickness
Speed Indicator Device 39 0 -39 No maintenance required 2023/24
Defibrillators 528.76 203.53 -325.23 More replacement parts required 2022/23
Miscellaneous repairs 533.55 1,180.97 647.42 Bus shelter roof required repairing 2023/24
Grants 900 1,400 500 Additional grant given to new start up pre school parents support group
Projects – no planned income 72 1,353.38 1,281.38 Parish office refurbishment 2023/24
Projects – planned income 4,928.15 17,742.90 12,814.75 New children’s roundabout – deposit paid 2022/23, balance paid 2023/24
Speed limit reminders 508.44 569.82 61.38 Slight increase in maintenance charges and replacement battery required
Actual totals as on Scribe 14,598.67 29,894.15 15,295.48

 
AGAR Section 2 figures 14,502 29,894 -15,392

-97

NI adjustment under staff costs 96.67  The internal auditor adjusted the staff costs for 2022/23 as I had not taken into 
account NI payments (a common error I was told!)


