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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday 19th January 2026 at 7.30pm, held at the Hurstbourne Tarrant Community Centre. 

~~ 

 

Councillors present: 

Cllr Ian Kitson (Chairman) 

Cllr Mark Thomas (Vice Chairman) 

Cllr John Bentley 

Cllr Neil Hedger 

Cllr Louisa Russell 

County Councillor Kirsty North 

Clerk 

 

74.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

74.1 Apologies were received from Cllr Jamie Williams, and Borough Cllr Phil North. 

   

75.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

75.1 There were no declarations of interests relating to items on the agenda or requests for 

dispensations, in accordance with the Council’s code of conduct. 

 

76.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

76.1  Cllr Bentley proposed, Cllr Hedger seconded, and Councillors agreed and approved the 

minutes of the last meeting which was held on 15th December 2025, and which were signed 

by the Chairman.   
 

77.  ACTIONS ARISING   

77.1  There were no actions arising from the previous minutes.   

 

78. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

78.1 There were three members of the public present. 

78.2 The old telephone exchange at the top of the hill out of the village towards Andover was 

raised and the issue of it being lived in.  Cllr Williams had been in touch with TVBC 

enforcement almost a year before.  Cllr North advised to report it again if there was any 

indication that someone was living there. 

 

79. PLANNING 

79.1  25/02986/VARN | Variation of condition 02 (approved plans) of 23/01449/FULLN 

(Conversion and extension of hotel to create nine residential units) - Including different split 

in the approved 9 dwellings (now four houses and five flats), revised entrance on east 

elevation, house 4 will now have rooms in the roof space with dormer windows | 

Esseborne Manor Doiley Hill HBT.  No comment. 

 

80. COUNCILLORS’ UPDATES  

80.1 Cllr Bentley updated that the speed indicator device wasn’t holding charge, the battery had 

been checked, and all seemed to be working fine.  The unit itself was sealed, but was being 

dried out as there was some evidence of condensation.  The next check was the solar panel.  

80.2 Cllr Hedger reported that Speedwatch patrols had resumed after the Christmas break. 
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80.3 Cllr Thomas wished to thank Parsonage Farm for clearing the steep path up to Doles Wood 

after a fallen tree during the recent storms.  The fencing required repair and part of the 

handrail could require a new rail. 

80.4 Cllr Thomas had undertaken a litter pick on The Hill and Mr Melhuish (permission given to 

name him) had completed the hill and layby towards Esseborne.  Their work was very much 

appreciated as it was a constant battle to keep the verges on the main road clear. 

80.5 Cllr Thomas reported that the Church Street railings had been repaired. 

80.6 Cllr Kitson reported an issue with the bonfire at the allotments in Ibthorpe.  When the 

bonfire had been lit just after Christmas, neighbour complained of smoke entering their 

house.  Cllr Thomas said that the bonfire seemed to acquire material not from the 

allotments.  All agreed that when the annual tenancy agreements were sent out, that it be 

reinforced that only material from the allotments which would burn could be put onto the 

bonfire, not weeds (which should be composted), and definitely no waste from outside of 

the allotments. 

 
81. CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE  

81.1 The contract for the unmetered supply of electricity to the Upton phone box to keep the 

defibrillator to temperature was due to expire and SSE would not renew.  On a variable 

contract, the cost would be nearly £1000 a year as opposed to the unmetered supply at 

£150 a year.  Cllr Bentley would research solar options for the next winter, which is when it 

would be needed, if the temperature was consistently low. 

 

82. FINANCE 

82.1 On the day of the meeting, the bank balance stood at £5,544.42 in the Treasurer’s Account 

and £22487.56  in the savings account, with earmarked reserves of £17,912.20. 

82.2 The clerk had circulated the payments made since the last meeting.  Cllr Russell agreed them 

as an accurate record. 

TYPE DATE PAYEE AMOUNT REMARKS 

FPI 16/12/25 Lloyds 4.25 Bank Charges 

DD 23/12/25 NEST 23.91 Pension payment 

DD 24/12/25 NEST 23.91 Pension payment 

DD 2/1/26 TVBC 117.36 Grass cutting 

BACS 2/1/26 D Biles 540.00 Dene Green ditch regrading 

DD 7/1/26 NEST 41.30 Pension payment 

BACS 12/1/26 Mrs M Edwards 711.20 Salary January 

BACS 12/1/26 Tangley PC 159.54 SLR maintenance 

BACS 19/1/26 HMRC 248.83 PAYE & NI 

BACS 19/1/26 SSE 182.23 Upton phone box electricity 
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FPI 19/1/26 Lloyds 4.25 Bank charges 

 

82.3 Grounds maintenance contract - Test Valley Borough Council had offered a contract to 

mow KGV field and Dean Rise playing field during the growing season (15 cuts) and one 

weed killing session, totalling £1,102.56 +VAT. It was unanimously agreed to accept this 

quote, which was only marginally different to the current year with an increase of £27.56, 

therefore achieving value for money. 

82.4 Dog bin emptying contract – Test Valley Borough Council had offered a contract to empty 

the four dog waste bins within the parish, at a cost of £248.63 each.  As there was no 

alternative contractor for this task, it was unanimously agreed to accept the quote. 

82.5 Precept Setting – Councillors reviewed and agreed the precept for 2026/27 set at £22,500 

and for the Chairman or Clerk to sign the precept application. 

82.6 Budget Setting - Councillors reviewed and agreed the budget for 2026/27, including the 

regular grass cutting contract which was in excess of £1000 p.a.  The budget was set at 

£21,512  which covered the anticipated business costs to the Parish Council. 

82.7 Performance Monitoring – Councillors reviewed and accepted the 2025/26 Q3 Report and 

agreed no actions were required before the end of the financial year.  

 

83. NEXT MEETING 

83.1 The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council was due to be held on Monday 16th 

February 2026.  

 

The meeting concluded at 20:09 hrs. 

 

 
 

 

 

 Signed …………………………………………………………….. Chairman 
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